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newwritingtechnogenesis.wordpress.com         

Wed, Fri: 9:35-10:55 -  
Hagerty Hall, Rm 186 

-New Writing, Technogenesis- 

In this spring semester class we will 
consider technology and humanity 
from various perspectives. We will 
consider the ways some technologies 
help us achieve our goals but threaten 
the things we most value. We will ask 
what new forms of life are created by 
way of technological innovation. The 
intention of the class is not to find a 
final answers, but to leave questions 
productively open by training 
attention and developing our skills for 
communication.  

Along the way, we will practice expressing complex ideas through writing, and consider the 
uses of text in various (new and old) media. We will consider a variety of media and the kinds 
of expression each enable or disable.  

Seth J. Josephson 
seth.josephson@gmail.com  
(614) 499-3350 (text only please) 
Shared Office: Hagerty Hall, Rm 476 
Office hours: Wednesdays 11:00-2:30 [in a typical week] 
Mailbox: Comp. Studies Office, Hagerty Hall, Rm 451 

Attendance and Class Participation 

Students are expected to attend every class and to participate fully in classroom activities as 
requested. More than one absence will result in a lowering of the participation grade.  

In addition to class room time, students are expected to meet individually with the instructor 
one near the midpoint of the class. Missing this meeting will be considered an absence.  
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Required Readings 

There are no texts required for purchase. Readings will be posted online—on the blog or 
Carmen.  

Blog Posts 

This class will be organized around a class archive in the form of a public blog 
<newwritingtechnogenesis.wordpress.com> Students will be expected to write regular blog 
posts,. The details of these writing assignments 
will be given as the course goes along. There 
will be a total of 9 required blog posts of 
500-1000 words. Students will also be expected 
to read and comment on each others blogs.  

Presentations 

Students will present their writing in class and 
will be challenged to give feedback to their 
peers as a regular feature of the course. In 
addition, students will collaborate in groups to 
present a media analysis midway in the course.  

Midterm project 

About halfway through the course, students will 
work in groups to analyze a “medium” of their 
choice. This analysis will take the form of a 
written essay, to be posted on the blog, and a presentation in class.  

Endterm project  

The second half of the course will be focused on the development of a short research essay 
which will be submitted in its final form during final’s week. Leading up to this, students will 
read each others essays and develop drafts.   

Endterm essays will choose a particular scientific or technological object, or practice, for 
analysis. They will consider the relationships between this object or practice and larger social, 
philosophical, or political questions, and make a case for a new understanding of its roll in 

http://newwritingtechnogenesis.wordpress.com
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society. All essays will: 1) Make specific reference to class texts. 2) Make specific reference to 
new material not presented in class. 3) Maintain a conscientious citational style. 4) Incorporate 
key analytical terms introduced in class. 5) Offer original analysis / critique. 6) Take a position 
(even an ambiguous one) and defend it. More details will be given in the second half of the 
class.  

Extra Credit 

Opportunities are available for extra credit. They will most often take the form of attending 
lectures and writing short responses, but other options are negotiable. Typically they will earn 
points equivalent to a missed writing assignment.  

Grade Distribution  

Class Attendance and Participation: 25% 
Blog Posts and Short Writings: 45% 
Midterm project and presentation: 15% 
Final Project: 15% 

Class Schedule  

The schedule of this class was partly determined by students’ interest in the first two weeks of 
class. Below is the schedule which best includes the topics students selected.   

Day 1 - 1/14 Introduction to class and each other, technologies we depend on

Day 2 - 1/16 Read: Forster (1909) “The Machine Stops” (Blog) 
Due: topic votes, blog author request  
In Class: discussion of Forster, intro to key themes, techniques of reading. 

Day 3 - 1/21 Read: Winner (1986) “Do Artifacts Have Politics?” (Carmen)  
Due: Reading Notes.  
In class: Technologies as “ways of life”

Day 4 - 1/23 Read: Cvetkovich (2003) The Archive of Feelings (esp. pg. 7-10) (Carmen)  
Discussion: Feelings/Needs, public archives, private archives

Day 5 - 1/28 Read: Hayles (2002) Writing Machines (section TBA) (Carmen)  
Due: Blog post 1 (Artifact Politics) 
In class: comparative media discussion
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Day 6 - 1/30 Read: Each other’s blog posts. comments on at least four.  
In Class: Analyzing media through techno-texts 

Day 7 - 2/4 Read: Marshall McLuhan “The Medium is the Massage”  
Due: Medium of interest. 

Day 8 - 2/6 Read: selections from Sherry Turkle, “Alone Together” 
Due: Blog post 2 (Archives) 

Day 9 - 2/11 Read: selections from Sherry Turkle, “Alone Together”

Day 10 - 2/13 Read: Watson, “Studying the Digital Self”  
Read: OkCupid blog.  
discussion: finding love online

Day 11 - 2/18 Read: Ötzi online  
In class: human prehistory and technogenesis 
Due: Blog post 3 (Media Comparison)

Day 12 - 2/20 Group media presentations

Day 13 - 2/25 Group media presentations

Day 14 - 2/27 Group media presentations

Day 15 - 3/4 Read: Food inc. (film) 
In class: The future of food 
Due: Blog post 4

Day 16 -3/6 Read: selections from Concrete Jungle  
In class: Looking for “nature”

Day 17 - 3/11 Read: “The Collapse of Western Civilization: A View from the Future” 
Oreskes and Conway  
In class: Ecological collapse

Day 18 - 3/13 Read: TBA 
In Class: Apocalypse in contemporary sci-fi  
Due: Blog post 5

——— - 3/18 Spring Break

——— - 3/20 Spring Break

Day 19 - 3/25 Read: “How Race Becomes Biology” Gravlee 
Due: Blog post 6
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GE Goals and Expected Outcomes: 

Writing and Communication 
Goals:  Students are skilled in written communication and expression, reading, critical thinking, oral expression and visual 
expression.  
Expected Learning Outcomes: 

1.  Through critical analysis, discussion, and writing, students demonstrate the ability to read carefully and express 
ideas effectively. 

2. Students apply written, oral, and visual communication skills and conventions of academic discourse to the 
challenges of a specific discipline. 

3. Students access and use information critically and analytically. 

Diversity (Social Diversity in the United States) 
Goals: Students understand the pluralistic nature of institutions, society, and culture in the United States and across the world in 
order to become educated, productive, and principled citizens. 
Expected Learning Outcomes: 
            

1. Students describe and evaluate the roles of such categories as race, gender and sexuality, disability, class, ethnicity, 
and religion in the pluralistic institutions and cultures of the United States. 

Day 20 - 3/27 Read: Foucault, Foucault comic  
In class: Born this way? “invention” of homosexuality 

Day 21 - 4/1 Read: TBA 
In class: problems of genetic humanness 

Day 22 - 4/3 Read: TBA 
In class: human genetic engineering 
Due: Bog post 7

Day 23 - 4/8 Reading: “Visionary Spiritual Experiences in an Enchanted World” David 
Hufford

Day 24 - 4/10 Read: TBA 
In class: The science of happiness

Day 25 - 4/15 Read: TBA 
In class: End of life care 
Due: Blog post 8

Day 26 - 4/17 Reading: Jerome Groopman “Robots that Care” 
In class: Intelligent machines, feeling machines 

Day 27 - 4/22 Endterm project discussions

Day 28 - 4/24 Final day, course evaluation/reflection/wrap-up  
Due: Blog post 9

4/29 - 5/5 Final Exams Week  
Due: Endterm Essay 
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2. Students recognize the role of social diversity in shaping their own attitudes and values regarding appreciation, 
tolerance, and equality of others. 

  
Cultures and Ideas 
Goals: Students evaluate significant cultural phenomena and ideas in order to develop capacities for aesthetic and historical 
response and judgment; and interpretation and evaluation. 
Expected Learning Outcomes: 

1. Students analyze and interpret major forms of human thought, culture, and expression. 
2. Students evaluate how ideas influence the character of human beliefs, the perception of reality, and the norms 

which guide human behavior. 

Assessment of GE Learning Outcomes: 
Student success in realizing the expected learning outcomes will be measured directly from student essays, exams, and class 
participation over the course of the semester.  Essay prompts and exam questions will explicitly require reflection on matters of 
diversity presented in the readings, class discussion, films, and other class activities.  Similarly, student class participation will be 
graded in terms of both content (e.g. specific, informed reflection on diversity) and demonstrated respect for fellow classmates 
and their views (the logical behavioral correlate of understanding diversity).  Learning outcomes also will be measured indirectly 
through the use of questions embedded student discursive feedback instruments, which will be administered at the outset of the 
course, midterm, and at the end of the semester.  Faculty reflection on the degree to which the course produced GE learning 
outcomes as well as peer teaching observations will be utilized as well to arrive at a comprehensive assessment of  the GE 
learning outcomes. 

Office of Disability Services- Any student who feels s/he 
may need an accommodation based on the impact of a 
disability should contact me privately to discuss your 
specific needs.  Please contact the Office for Disability 
Services at 614-292-3307 in room 150 Pomerene Hall to 
coordinate reasonable accommodations for students 
with documented disabilities.

http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/  
http://oaa.osu.edu/procedures/1.0.html

In addition, contact OSU counseling services for assistance for personal, 
mental health, academic, and career concerns.  They offer counseling and 
consultation to currently enrolled undergraduate and graduate students.  They 
also work with spouses/partners of students who are covered by the 
Comprehensive Student Health Insurance.  

http://www.ccs.ohio-state.edu/students/  

Academic Misconduct: "It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic 
Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all 
reported cases of student academic misconduct.  The term "academic 
misconduct" includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever 
committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest 
practices in connection with examinations.  Instructors shall report all instances 
of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487).  

http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/
http://oaa.osu.edu/procedures/1.0.html
http://www.ccs.ohio-state.edu/students/
http://oaa.osu.edu/coam/home.html
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For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct [PDF]."  

Plagiarism is the representation of another's works or ideas as one's own; it 
includes the unacknowledged word for word use and/or paraphrasing of 
another person's work, and/or the inappropriate unacknowledged use of 
another person's ideas.

http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/pdfs/csc_12-31-07.pdf

